The South Western Regional General Practice Education Committee has decided that continuing medical education (CME) for general practitioners should be a priority issue. In the past considerable time has been spent working on the establishment of vocational training in general practice but now the emphasis has switched to continuing medical education for principals.
The Committee has recognized the importance of this subject and has ensured that every general practice clinical tutor has a seat on the Committee. More workshop, works most effectively as it occurs in protected time, usually during lunch hour, rotating between practices and with definite start and finish times. It meets every fortnight. There has never been any question of financial return in these meetings -the common goal is to look at education in all its aspects and to encourage minimum standards and eventually higher standards.
The general practice clinical tutors and the VTS course organisers of the region and the regional adviser for general practice meet quarterly to formulate a regional educational policy. This is a whole day meeting in the Plymouth Postgraduate Centre. The morning is given over to a particular burning topic, such as common core curriculum in general practice and in hospital. The afternoon is a business session covering the full range of postgraduate medical education in the Region. There is no financial return, but travelling expenses are reimbursed by the Regional Health Authority.
Falling attendances at postgraduate meetings, and the failure of general practitioners to set aside protected time for postgraduate education threatens to undermine the very essence of selfconceptual learning. The present policies of CME will set the standards for the general practitioners of the future. These policies must contain up-todate, locally relevant topics which will be beneficial to the doctor and his patient. 
